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A

B
I

L
L

TO

C
reate a new

 offence of corporate killing that w
ill apply to all com

panies and
unincorporated

 bod
ies.

B
E

 IT
 E

N
A

C
T

E
D

 by the Q
ueen’s m

ost E
xcellent M

ajesty, by and
 w

ith the ad
vice and

consent 
of 

the 
L

ord
s 

Spiritu
al 

and
 

Tem
poral, 

and
 

C
om

m
ons, 

in 
this 

present
Parliam

ent assem
bled

, and
 by the authority of the sam

e, as follow
s:-

1
C

orp
orate K

illin
g

(1)
A

corporation is guilty of corporate killing if:
(a)

a m
anagem

ent failure by the corporation is the cause or one of the causes of a 
person's d

eath; and
(b) 

that failure constitutes cond
uct falling far below

 w
hat can reasonably be 

expected
 of the corporation in the circum

stances.

(2)
For the purposes of sub-section (1) above:
(a)

there is a m
anagem

ent failure by a corporation if the w
ay in w

hich its 
activities are m

anaged
 or organised

 fails to ensure the health and
 safety of 

persons em
ployed

 in or affected
 by those activities; and

(b)
such a failure m

ay be regard
ed

 as a cause of a person's d
eath notw

ithstand
ing 

that the im
m

ed
iate cause is the act or om

ission of an ind
ivid

ual. 

(3)
A

corporation guilty of an offence und
er this section is liable on conviction on 

ind
ictm

ent to a fine. 

(4)  In fixing the am
ount of a fine a court shall take into account the need

 for the fine 
to have a d

eterrent effect.

(5)  T
his section d

oes not preclud
e a corporation being guilty of m

anslaughter.

2
M

ean
in

g of C
orp

oration

(1)
For the purpose of this A

ct “a corporation” includ
es –

(a)
any 

bod
y 

corp
orate 

w
herever 

constitu
ted

 
bu

t 
d

oes 
not 

inclu
d

e 
a 

corporate sole; and
 

(b)
any other und

ertaking.

C
O

R
P

O
R

A
T

E
 K

IL
L
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G
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(2)
In subsection (1)(a) above a bod

y corporate includ
es a crow

n bod
y.

(3)
In subsection (1)(b) above, an und

ertaking m
eans any unincorporated

 bod
y w

hich 
und

ertakes any trad
e, business or profession or any other activity provid

ing 
em

ploym
ent and

 includ
es a crow

n bod
y.

(4)
A

crow
n bod

y m
eans a bod

y w
hich is a servant or agent of the crow

n and
 

includ
es a governm

ent d
epartm

ent.

3
P

roceed
in

gs again
st u

n
in

corp
orated

 b
od

ies

(1)
Proceed

ings for an offence und
er section 1 above, alleged

 to have been com
m

itted
 

by any unincorporated
 bod

y, shall be brought in the nam
e of that bod

y (and
 not in 

that of any of any ind
ivid

ual m
em

ber or other person) and
 for the purposes of such 

proceed
ings any rules of court relating to the service of d

ocum
ents apply as if that 

bod
y w

ere a corporation.

(2)
A

fine im
posed

 on an unincorporated
 bod

y on its conviction of such an offence 
shall be paid

 out of the fund
s of that bod

y.

(3)
In a case in w

hich an unincorporated
 bod

y is charged
 in E

ngland
 and

 W
ales w

ith 
such an offence, section 33 of the C

rim
inal Justice A

ct 1925 and
 Sched

ule 3 to the 
M

agistrates 
C

ou
rt A

ct 
1980 

(p
roced

u
re 

on 
charge 

of 
an 

offence 
against 

a 
corporation) have effect in like m

anner as in the case of a corporation so charged
.

4
A

ltern
ative O

ffen
ces

(1)
O

n an ind
ictm

ent for corporate killing, a corporation found
 not guilty of that 

offence m
ay be found

 guilty of an offence und
er section 2 or 3 of the H

ealth and
 

Safety at W
ork A

ct 1974.

(2)
Subsection (1) above is w

ithout prejud
ice to section 6(3) of the C

rim
inal L

aw
 A

ct 
1967.

5
A

p
p

lication
 of S

ch
ed

u
le

(1)
T

he enactm
ents m

entioned
 in the Sched

ule to this A
ct are am

end
ed

 in accord
ance 

w
ith that Sched

ule.

6
C

om
m

en
cem

en
t an

d
 savin

g

(1)
T

his A
ct com

es into force at the end
 of the period

 of tw
o m

onths beginning w
ith 

the d
ay on w

hich it is passed
.

(2)
T

his  A
ct d

oes not apply in relation to any d
eath that takes place before it com

es 
into force.

S
C

H
E

D
U

L
E

C
on

seq
u

en
tial A

m
en

d
m

en
ts

T
he O

ffences against the P
erson A

ct 1861 (c.100)

1
(1)

T
he O

ffences against the Person A
ct 1861 should

 be am
end

ed
 as follow

s.
(2)

in section 9 after ‘m
anslaughter’ in the first tw

o places w
here it occurs insert 

“corporate killing”.
(3)

in section 9 after “every offence com
m

itted
 by any subject of H

er M
ajesty” 

ad
d

 “, or any com
pany registered

 in E
ngland

 or W
ales”.

(4)
in section 10 after m

anslaughter insert “, corporate killing”.

T
he C

oroners A
ct 1988 (c.13)

2
(1)

the C
oroners A

ct 1988 is am
end

ed
 as follow

s.
(2)

in section 11(6) after “m
anslaughter ” in both places w

here it occurs, 
insert “, corporate killing”.

(3)
in section 16(1)(a)(i) after ‘m

anslaughter’ insert ‘corporate killing’.
(4)

in section 17(1)(a) and
 (2)(a) after m

anslaughter insert “, corporate killing”. 
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